


OXFORDSHIRE




OXFORDSHIRE IS A PLACE
OF NATIONAL AND GLOBAL
SIGNIFICANCE, IT HAS THE
POWER TO CHANGE LIVES.
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A place of great thinkers and thinking, ideas and
iNnspiration, history and hi-tech, extraordinary
talent and an equally extraordinary environment,
constantly redefining leading edge and excellence
that pushes boundaries. It is green yet sustainably
growing, oozes curiosity and discovery, yet is
responsible, caring and aware of its astounding

influence for good on a global scale.



OXFORDSHIRE HAS A

PRECIOUS NATURAL

ENVIRONMENT, AN

ABILITY AND ONUS

TO CHAMPION AND

BE AN EXEMPLAR

FOR THE GREEN

ECONOMY ALONGSIDE

A SUSTAINABLE

APPROACH TO GROWTH.




It is an appealing environment for visitors
with culture, heritage and landscape
whilst being gloriously diverse in so
mMany ways with collaboration at its heart
and is a globally renowned epicentre

of learning.

The University of Oxford is constantly
rated the world's top university (Times
Higher Education World University
Rankings) and the county is incredibly
fortunate to also be home to the highly
regarded Oxford Brookes University;
amazing academia and a critical mass of

science infrastructure and thinkers.




Oxfordshire acts as a
‘thinking hub' fuelling
economic growth and job
creation across the UK.

Its talent, entrepreneurial
spirit, research and
pioneering DNA is opening
up opportunities that are

helping transform UK plc.

These are as varied as Spaceport
in Cornwall, the Innovation and
Technology Centre in the North
East, Green Port on the Humber,
the Fusion Technology Centre in
South Yorkshire and Motorsport
Valley in the Midlands and
Oxfordshire: this is collaboration

in action. Oxfordshire also has the

ambition and the capability to

be at the forefront of the green

economy and climate action.
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This is especially relevant for
Oxfordshire in that it has a
stunning natural environment
incorporating the Cotswolds,
Chilterns, North Wessex Downs,
chalk streams and Natural
Landscapes. These along

with market towns, villages,
agriculture and glorious rurality
provide its sense of place,

yet this environment is fragile
and under threat with a

need to balance growth

with sustainability.



OXFORDSHIRE HAS A

HISTORY OF TAKING ON

GLOBAL CHALLENGES

SUCH AS COVID AND

APPLYING ITS INNOVATION

AND INGENUITY TO BREAK

DOWN BOUNDARIES

AND BRING FORWARD

SOLUTIONS THAT ARE

PEOPLE FOCUSSED

AND RESPONSIBLE.







Our story articulates the distinctiveness, character and characteristics
of Oxfordshire highlighting what makes us special and the
opportunities for the sustainable development and promotion of

the county. This overarching narrative consists of themes which are
pillars and chapters of the story and a big idea that is the emotional
purpose for the place. They represent what needs to be focused on
for Oxfordshire to prosper. The thematic areas combine elements that
are already important in the place alongside its potential and lesser-

known ingredients of the Oxfordshire experience.

leading scienc
and innovation
Campus.
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Oxfordshire comprises

a globally renowned

city, stunning natural
environment, world
leading science facilities,
idyllic towns and villages
and working places all
compellingly juxtaposed;
a place of opportunity.
The county is urban, green
and blue moving from
great density to wide

open spaces.
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It has attracted a variety of people from across the world

forming an international and increasingly multiethnic
community, seen particularly in businesses, the
universities and research institutions across the county.

INn Many ways it has an embarrassment of riches yet it
also contains areas of deprivation and not everyone is
connected to the array of opportunities across the place; a

challenge it is determinedly taking on.




Shipton - under
Wychwood

Oxfordshire
Cycleway Ul

The different communities across
Oxfordshire are thriving with locally led
activity, leadership and strong identities
with the place certainly throwing up
some amazing contrasts from rambling
on the Ridgeway to astro-physics, quirky
architecture to quantum technology;

it is very much local and global at the

same time.

Whilst it is important to celebrate the
different places and their special character
It is also vital the county can act together
for specific audiences. It is too easy for

it to be fragmented when coherence is
called for; packaging the amazing assets,
opportunities and people so the whole is

greater than the sum of its parts.




TO BE THRIVING FOR THE
BENEFIT OF ALL REQUIRES
THINKING BIGGER, WIDER
AND REACHING OUT
WITHIN THE OXFORD TO
CAMBRIDGE REGION,
TO THE THAMES VALLEY,
NORTH TO THE MIDLANDS
AND TO LONDON AS A
FUNDAMENTAL PART OF

THE 'GOLDEN TRIANGLE".

celebrating the
olace whilst
determining the
future
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EXPERIENCE AND
ENJOY HISTORY,
CULTURE AND
AT TRACTIONS




T

e,

Oxfordshire has a stunning

sense of place combining the
wonder of a mediaeval city with
stunning landscapes, breathtaking
architecture, picture postcard
communities, amazing heritage
and compelling culture in every

nook and cranny.

Oxford is internationally renowned
as a visitor destination particularly
with its close relationship and
excellent connections to London
and people want to soak up the

stories, history and especially

the university with its distinctive

buildings and experience.




The world has been able
to feel part of the city as a

TV and film location with
people enjoying Harry Potter,
Inspector Morse, Endeavour
and many more. Over 1,500
listed buildings including Carfax
Tower, the Bodleian Library,

and Ashmolean Museum help
create a fairytale backdrop that
has inspired writers over the
centuries such as Lewis Carroll,

C.S. Lewis and Philip Pullman.




ALONGSIDE SCIENCE,
BUSINESS AND LEARNING,
THE VISITOR ECONOMY
IS VIBRANT AS PEOPLE
LOVE THE LANDSCAPES,
APPRECIATING THE SPACE

THERE IS TO HAVE FUN,

CHILL AND THINK.
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The highly distinctive Cotswolds
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Is world renowned with its
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honey-coloured stone and is

the UK's second largest

protected landscape.
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Greatest Palace - is a World
Heritage Site and the birthplace
of Sir Winston Churchill,

set In gardens designed by
‘Capability’ Brown.
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Bicester Village is a Designer

o

Outlet with world regarded
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brands and the second
Most visited location
by Chinese visitors after

Buckingham Palace.




The food and drink of the area

are exceptional with much being
authentic farm to fork with fantastic
restaurants such as the acclaimed
Michelin two star Le Manoir aux
Quat'Saisons. In certain places
Oxfordshire is almost too popular and
the relationship between residents
and visitors is an important one to
manage. This is such a compelling
offer for visitors, relocators, investors
and talent; Oxfordshire is locally loved

and universally admired.

a special sense
of place for all
to enjoy
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OUR NATURE
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Oxfordshire is renowned
as a place to live, work
and visit because of

its astounding natural
environment framed by
the Cotswolds, Chilterns
and North Wessex
Downs although there
IS a constant balancing
act between growth
and protection of the
environment. From
Natural Landscapes to
chalk streams this is a

place of beauty where

the natural ecosystem

truly defines the sense

of place.




A sustainable approach is
pivotal if the county is to
continue to make the most
of its incredible assets both,
physical and people, to
continue helpingthe world
whilst acting responsibly
to ensure that generations
to come can enjoy the rural
surroundings that make it

so special.
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Already there are considerable

challenges around sufficient
power and water for the
existing residents and
businesses and the transport
infrastructure is struggling to

cope with increased demand

despite the forthcoming East
West rail which will link Oxford

and Cambridge.




GIVEN THE LOCAL AND GLOBAL
REQUIREMENT TO TACKLE CLIMATE
CHANGE AND MOVE TOWARDS A NET ZERO,
LOW CARBON ECONOMY
AND PLACE, ALONGSIDE ITS WORLD
LEADING ACADEMICS AND RESEARCHERS
AND THINKERS, OXFORDSHIRE HAS A
RESPONSIBILITY TO BE AN EXEMPLAR

FOR THE GREEN ECONOMY.




This means it taking a lead in ensuring
sustainable housing, promoting

green technology, powering the re-
use economy, developing active travel
and promoting and delivering green
finance. These will ensure better
environmental outcomes, more money
Invested in businesses to help them
become greener whilst creating green
jobs and tackling climate change.

This intention to ‘do things differently’
cannot just be aimed at business,

it must include the foundational
economy. Oxfordshire needs to ensure

it is a responsible futurist and it has the

Mmeans to deliver this.

growing the green




THE
"THINKING PLACE’
OUR SCIENCE OF

INNOVATION, IDEAS
AND INSPIRATION



Oxfordshire is a globally leading, critical

mass of science, learning, talent, intellect

and inspiration. There is a culture of pushing
boundaries, redefining leading edge, pioneering
and entrepreneurship. The universities are
powerhouses of knowledge and beacons of
experimental excellence as indeed are many of

the businesses located across the county.



The University of Oxford is

the oldest in the English
speaking world and has been
promoting learning and
thinking for over 900 years.
This is partly why the county
boasts an astonishing number
of Nobel prize winners who
have given it such a potent

global profile.
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The Oxford to Cambridge
Region adds even more
research, learning, business

success and world leading

thinking, creating a globally

unigue ecosystem.




THE INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTING TO

CAPACITY OF THE AN ENVIRONMENT
COUNTY AND TALENT THAT PROMOTES
EMERGING FROM AND NURTURES
THE UNIVERSITIES COMMERCIALISATION;
1S DRIVING THE A DRIVING FORCE
ESTABLISHMENT OF FOR A NEW, SCIENCE
SPIN OUT BUSINESSES AND KNOWLEDGE
AND THE SCALE UP LED INDUSTRIAL

OF GROWING ONES, REVOLUTION.
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The sheer diversity of world leading
expertise and application across
Oxfordshire is astonishing; Al, fusion,
gquantum, space, F1, autonomous
transport, robotics, energy, life
sciences, biotech, health to name just
some. They all benefit from being part
of the innovation ecosystem and the
continuous drip feed of skill, flair and
genius in what is a relatively small

area; access to and cross fertilisation

of talent is the catalyst for challenge

and invention.




Lesser known than the
university but at the
heart of this science
super cluster are Harwell,
Culham, Milton Park
and nearby Silverstone,
hulbs of innovation,
scientific passion and
collaboration where
world leading facilities,
businesses and some of
the brightest minds in
science come together
to deliver life changing
advances and new

technology.




The research and innovation
originated in Oxfordshire has created
businesses and jobs across the

UK from Cornwall to the Humber,
demonstrating the influence and
importance of the county to UK plc
and underlining its importance

as the leading net contributor to

the Exchequer.

a glopally
important
crucible of
sclience, learning,
iINNovation ana
excellence







The Big Ildea is an
emotional and behavioural
statement of intent for
Oxfordshire and sits above
and alongside the themes.
It projects what the place
Is about, what it stands

for and what is important.
This isn't a strap line or
marketing message, rather
it is a ‘'strategic signature’

for the whole area.
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By changing our thinking, doing things

differently, we can better utilise all our assets:
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radiating influence, building confidence,

cultivating and encouraging strong
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leadership, developing new relationships,

bringing business and place together.




OXFORDSHIRE:
CHANGING THE
WORLD FOR THE

BETTER, EVERY DAY




The big idea for
Oxfordshire is

something every place

would aspire to claim
but understandably
can't, it is what makes
this such a special place
at a regional, national

and global level.
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EVEN MORE ASTONISHING

IS THAT THIS HAS BEEN A

PLACE OF CURIOSITY AND

DISCOVERY FOR HUNDREDS

OF YEARS WITH ORIGINAL

THINKERS AND PEOPLE

WHO DARED TO DREAM.



A
» "oy [ A .
- T’f'-"t,_ i -
ooy

¥

s A

Oxfordshire still has its own challenges,
and needs to be resolute in dealing
with these, whether deprivation or
environmental vulnerability. It needs to
fix things locally so it can continue to
act globally as it did so brilliantly with
the Covid vaccine. Few other places
have the opportunity to inspire and
raise the aspirations of young people
and that must continue to be a central

pillar of what it stands for.




Many people, businesses and organisations harness
the science ‘super cluster’ for commmercial gain.
However, Oxfordshire also has to retain its positioning
of being home to globally responsible futurists who
have people focussed outcomes at heart both at

home and further afield.

THIS HAS AND ALWAYS WILL
DEFINE THE PLACE AND
ENSURE IT CONTINUES TO BE
RESPECTED AND RENOWNED

ON THE WORLD STAGE.




Thanks for the permission granted to share images in this
storybook from:

Ashmolean Museum, Bicester Village, Blenheim Palace,
Brasserie Blanc, Clinical BioManufacturing Facility

(By John Cairns), Culham Campus, Evotec, FarmED, Harcourt
Arboretum (By lan Wallman), Harwell Science And Innovation
Campus, Milton Park, Oxford Botanic Garden, Oxford Brookes
University, Oxford Dynamics, OxLEP, The Bodleian Library,
Old Schools Quadrangle (By John Cairns), The Bodleian Library,
Sappho to Suffrage Exhibition (By John Cairns),

The Oxford Science Park, The Oxford Trust, Wood Centre

for Innovation, Tokamak Energy, University of Oxford

and Wild Bioscience.
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